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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — EFFECT ON CHILDREN 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]: I want to speak this evening about the effect on 
children of domestic violence. I will start by referring to a report that was released in June 2011 by the 
Australian Institute of Criminology, titled “Children’s exposure to domestic violence in Australia”. I will speak 
in a moment about the multitude of effects that domestic violence has on a child. What is important about this 
report is that it points to the fact that there is growing recognition that seeing or hearing domestic violence is so 
damaging to children that it, in itself, constitutes a form of child abuse. 

Obviously domestic violence is very harmful to children, and they are often described as the silent victims of it. 
Growing up in the climate of fear that violence in the home creates is harmful in every way imaginable to a 
child, both physically and emotionally. The short-term effects include anxiety, depression, destructive behaviour, 
self blame, nightmares, bedwetting, being bullied or becoming a bully, stuttering and, in later years, misuse of 
drugs and alcohol. In the very early years of a child’s life, in extreme situations, domestic violence can even 
affect the developing brain. Of course in the long term, worryingly, there is a propensity for them to accept 
violence as normal and a way of problem solving. It is also associated with homelessness in young people and all 
that flows from disruption to education and employment. Exposure to domestic violence is the strongest 
predictor that a person in their adult-life intimate relationships is likely to become either a perpetrator or a victim 
of that violence. 

I recently attended the annual general meeting of the Koolkuna Women’s Refuge. I have attended them before, 
but on this occasion I was asked to speak, and I took the opportunity to speak about the effect of domestic 
violence on children. I also took the opportunity to speak about the new amendments to the commonwealth 
Family Law Act before the federal Parliament, which are being made in recognition that the family law system 
needs to do more to protect children, and that that should be a priority.  

I would like to acknowledge the work of Koolkuna. It is an organisation that really does the heavy lifting in 
respect of domestic violence, as do other refuges, by providing crisis response accommodation, transport, 
information, advocacy, specialist support for children and mothers and practical support referral. One cannot 
describe the dedication involved in working in such a challenging area. Some members may know Melissa 
Rowe, who has been the manager of Koolkuna for 10 years and is now retiring. I would like to acknowledge the 
great work she has done and the gratitude, I am sure, of many women and their children over the years. I wish 
her well in her retirement. 

I would also like to talk about another organisation that provides services to children. In July this year I was 
visited by Ian Craig, who is the general manager, fundraising and marketing, and Jennifer Hannan, general 
manager, services, of Anglicare. They came to my office and spoke to me about the issue of domestic violence 
and children, having read an opinion piece I had written that was in the newspaper. What they had to say about 
the services that they were providing was very interesting. As members will know, I have asked some questions 
in this house about the funding that is made available specifically for counselling services for children. In respect 
of funding for non-government organisations, the advice I have received was an amount of $712 711. That is 
obviously a substantial amount, but I would just like to say that I think we need far more funding for counselling 
for children, given that we now know that their exposure to domestic violence is being described as child abuse 
in itself, and also that we know that exposure to and experience of domestic violence is the biggest predictor of 
that type of violence in their future as adults. Ian and Jennifer from Anglicare told me about the services that 
they provide and what they are trying to provide. I am aware from what they told me that they have quite 
substantial waiting lists for the services that they are able to provide for children. That I think confirms the need 
for as much funding as possible to be directed to services for children. 

I would like to mention the current fundraising event that they are organising. It is a ball that is to be held on 
Saturday, 22 October, called “A Very Bright Night”. All the funds that will be raised from that ball will go 
directly to Young Hearts, which provides support, through Anglicare’s domestic violence counselling service, to 
children who are victims of domestic violence. The committee has obviously worked very hard, because the 
entire event was sold out nearly a month ago; so, when I looked into getting a table together, it was already too 
late. It is to the enormous credit of the committee that they have been able to encourage so many people to attend 
that ball. I would like to acknowledge the committee members, Despene Keightley, Nikki Love, Michele 
MacKellar, Denise Satterley and Libby Youd. Given that they have managed to sell all the tables at that ball so 
quickly, that must be well deserved encouragement for them to continue with their fundraising for this important 
area.  
 


